
Honors English III Summer Assignment 
 
Due August 28th to your English III teacher 
 
Students who registered for Honors English III for next year should complete the following 
assignment.  The assignment is due to your English teacher on August 28th, REGARDLESS of 
which semester the student has the course. We want the students doing the work in the 
summer, not over Christmas break, or in the two or three days between semesters. We have set 
a hard date for the benefit of the students.  
 
Choose one novel from the list below and complete a dialectical journal, the directions for which 
are included. The journal may be completed in a Word or Google Document, or in a spiral 
notebook.  You will also be asked to write an in-class essay about the novel, but directions 
about this assignment will be provided to you during the first day of class. 
 
Your summer assignment will count between 10%-15% of your first nine weeks’ grade. 
 
Please take the time to look up the titles and find a book you think that you will enjoy. If you 
need help selecting one, Coach Teets, or your current English teacher,  will be glad to help you 
with that as well.  
 
If you have any questions or need any help during the break, email Melissa Teets at 
melissa.teets@caswell.k12.nc.us. 
 
  

mailto:melissa.teets@caswell.k12.nc.us


 
Guidelines for a Dialectical Journal 

 
Dialectic means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving 

question and answer.” The “dialectic” was the method Socrates used to teach his students how 

to be actively engaged in the struggle to obtain meaning from an unfamiliar and challenging 

work. A dialectical journal is a written conversation with yourself about a piece of literature that 

encourages the habit of reflective questioning. You will use a double-entry form to examine 

details of a passage and synthesize your understanding of the text.  

 

Instructions:  

 

(1) Purchase a spiral bound notebook or composition book (or set this up as a Google 

Document) 

 

(2) Fold pages in half vertically or draw a vertical line down the middle of the page  

 

(3) Label the top of each column: left TEXT and right RESPONSE  

 

(4) In the TEXT column cite passages verbatim from the novel, including quotation marks and 

page numbers  

a. Choose at least two passages from each chapter (if your novel is set up without 

chapters or with very small ones, a good rule of thumb is every 10-12 pages 

b. When should you write passages down?  

i. Details that seem important to you 

 ii. You have an epiphany  

iii. You learn something significant about a character 

 iv. You recognize a pattern (overlapping images, repetitions of idea, details, etc.) 

 v. You agree or disagree with something a character says or does 

 vi. You find an interesting or potentially significant quotation  

vii. You notice something important or relevant about the writer’s style  

viii. You notice effective use of literary devices 

 
  



(5) In the RESPONSE column reflect upon the passages  

a. Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text 

 b. Give your personal reactions to the passage, the characters, the situation  

c. Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character  

d. Tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences  

e. Compare the text to other characters or novels  

f. Write about what it makes you think or feel  

g. Argue with or speak to the characters or author  

h. Make connections to any themes that are revealed to you 

 i. Make connections among passages or sections of the work  

j. Make predictions about characters’ futures  

k. DO NOT MERELY SUMMARIZE THE PLOT 

 

(6) Each RESPONSE must be at least 50 words (include word count at the end of each 

response) 

 (7) Write down your thoughts, questions, insights, and ideas while you read or immediately 

after reading a chapter so the information is fresh  

(8) As you take notes, you should regularly reread the previous pages of notes and comments  

(9) First person is acceptable in the RESPONSE column.  

(10)Remember that quotations do not have to be dialogue!  

(11) If you are going to do this as a Google Document, enter the text and the response as soon 

as possible.  

 

Sample Journal 
 
Black Like Me by Howard Griffin 
 
 

TEXT RESPONSE 

“The completeness of this transformation 

appalled me. It was unlike anything I had 

imagined. I became two men, the observing 

one and the one who panicked, who felt 

In many movies and books people wake up 

and realize how old they truly are. I think that 

the people this happens to feel the same as 

Mr. Griffin does because he feels that he is 



negroid even into the depths of his entrails” 

(Griffin 11). 

still a White man, but when he looks in the 

mirror he notices that his skin color disagrees 

with his thoughts. Likewise, some people feel 

they are still young, but are trapped in the 

body of a person who looks too old to be 

them. (81 words) 

 
 
Note: Some of the novels have more mature themes and content than others and 

parents and students alike should take their time in choosing the novel. Our 

intention is for the student to choose a novel that is challenging, but also 

enjoyable. 
 

 

 

NOVELS 

Some of these are available online as a PDF file that you can download. Search the title 

plus “text,” and “pdf.” Once you download it (which will take data), you can read it 

offline. Do not pay to download; also, if you have a Caswell County library card you can 

access many of these books online by checking them out. Ask a librarian for help. Other 

libraries will have hard and online copies as well.  

 

Links are to Amazon to either purchase or read summaries and reviews 

 

Novels 

 

Their Eyes Were Watching God  Zora Neale Hurston 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Their-Eyes-Were-Watching-God/dp/0061120065/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175623&sr=1-1&keywords=Their+Eyes+Were+Watching+God++Zora+Neale+Hurston
https://www.amazon.com/Their-Eyes-Were-Watching-God/dp/0061120065/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175623&sr=1-1&keywords=Their+Eyes+Were+Watching+God++Zora+Neale+Hurston


One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest Ken Kesey 

Pdf: 

http://www.somersetacademy.com/ourpages/auto/2015/9/29/56608819/cuckoos%20nest.pdf 

 

The Secret Life of Bees  Sue Monk Kidd 

 

The Road  Cormac McCarthy 

 

 

The Color Purple Alice Walker 

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxtc3dyaWdodH

NjbGFzc2VzMjAxNDIwMTV8Z3g6NWQ5OTZmOWE1YjMwYmNlNA 

 

 

The Bluest Eye Toni Morrison 

http://memberfiles.freewebs.com/36/26/43092636/documents/Bluest%20Eye,%20The%20-%20

Toni%20Morrison.pdf 

 

Chinese Handcuffs by Chris Crutcher 

 

Invisible Man Ralph Ellison 

http://bpi.enschool.org/ourpages/auto/2010/5/11/36901472/Ralph%20Ellison%20-%20Invisible

%20Man%20v3_0.pdf 

 

Fallen Angels Walter Dean Myers 

 

A Lesson Before Dying Ernest J. Gaines 

 

 

The Killer Angels  Michael Shaara 

https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/700/KA%20Book.pdf 

 

The Awakening Kate Chopin 

https://www.amazon.com/One-Flew-Over-Cuckoos-Nest/dp/0451163966/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175597&sr=1-1&keywords=One+Flew+Over+the+Cuckoo%E2%80%99s+Nest+Ken+Kesey
https://www.amazon.com/One-Flew-Over-Cuckoos-Nest/dp/0451163966/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175597&sr=1-1&keywords=One+Flew+Over+the+Cuckoo%E2%80%99s+Nest+Ken+Kesey
http://www.somersetacademy.com/ourpages/auto/2015/9/29/56608819/cuckoos%20nest.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Secret-Life-Bees-Monk-Kidd/dp/0142001740/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175652&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Secret+Life+of+Bees++Sue+Monk+Kidd
https://www.amazon.com/Secret-Life-Bees-Monk-Kidd/dp/0142001740/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175652&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Secret+Life+of+Bees++Sue+Monk+Kidd
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=+The+Road++Cormac+McCarthy
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=+The+Road++Cormac+McCarthy
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=The+Color+Purple+Alice+Walker&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3AThe+Color+Purple+Alice+Walker
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=The+Color+Purple+Alice+Walker&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3AThe+Color+Purple+Alice+Walker
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxtc3dyaWdodHNjbGFzc2VzMjAxNDIwMTV8Z3g6NWQ5OTZmOWE1YjMwYmNlNA
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxtc3dyaWdodHNjbGFzc2VzMjAxNDIwMTV8Z3g6NWQ5OTZmOWE1YjMwYmNlNA
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=The+Bluest+Eye+Toni+Morrison&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3AThe+Bluest+Eye+Toni+Morrison
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=The+Bluest+Eye+Toni+Morrison&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3AThe+Bluest+Eye+Toni+Morrison
http://memberfiles.freewebs.com/36/26/43092636/documents/Bluest%20Eye,%20The%20-%20Toni%20Morrison.pdf
http://memberfiles.freewebs.com/36/26/43092636/documents/Bluest%20Eye,%20The%20-%20Toni%20Morrison.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Chinese-Handcuffs-Chris-Crutcher/dp/0060598395/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175813&sr=1-1&keywords=Chinese+Handcuffs+by+Chris+Crutcher
https://www.amazon.com/Chinese-Handcuffs-Chris-Crutcher/dp/0060598395/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175813&sr=1-1&keywords=Chinese+Handcuffs+by+Chris+Crutcher
https://www.amazon.com/Invisible-Man-Ralph-Ellison/dp/0679732764/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175836&sr=1-3&keywords=Invisible+Man+Ralph+Ellison
https://www.amazon.com/Invisible-Man-Ralph-Ellison/dp/0679732764/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175836&sr=1-3&keywords=Invisible+Man+Ralph+Ellison
http://bpi.enschool.org/ourpages/auto/2010/5/11/36901472/Ralph%20Ellison%20-%20Invisible%20Man%20v3_0.pdf
http://bpi.enschool.org/ourpages/auto/2010/5/11/36901472/Ralph%20Ellison%20-%20Invisible%20Man%20v3_0.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Fallen-Angels-Walter-Dean-Myers/dp/0545055768/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175865&sr=1-1&keywords=Fallen+Angels+Walter+Dean+Myers
https://www.amazon.com/Fallen-Angels-Walter-Dean-Myers/dp/0545055768/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175865&sr=1-1&keywords=Fallen+Angels+Walter+Dean+Myers
https://www.amazon.com/Lesson-Before-Dying-Oprahs-Book/dp/0375702709/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175903&sr=1-1&keywords=A+Lesson+Before+Dying+Ernest+J.+Gaines
https://www.amazon.com/Lesson-Before-Dying-Oprahs-Book/dp/0375702709/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175903&sr=1-1&keywords=A+Lesson+Before+Dying+Ernest+J.+Gaines
https://www.amazon.com/Killer-Angels-Classic-Novel-Trilogy/dp/0345348109/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175931&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Killer+Angels++Michael+Shaara
https://www.amazon.com/Killer-Angels-Classic-Novel-Trilogy/dp/0345348109/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175931&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Killer+Angels++Michael+Shaara
https://www.lcps.org/cms/lib4/VA01000195/Centricity/Domain/700/KA%20Book.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Awakening-Kate-Chopin/dp/1980762406/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175960&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=The+Awakening+Kate+Chopin&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Awakening-Kate-Chopin/dp/1980762406/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527175960&sr=1-1-spons&keywords=The+Awakening+Kate+Chopin&psc=1


https://www.gutenberg.org/files/160/160-h/160-h.htm 

 

Band of Brothers Stephen Ambrose 

 

The Poisonwood Bible Barbara Kingsolver 

 

 

The Natural  Bernard Malamud 

 

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep  Philip Dick 

 

Bastard Out of Carolina by Dorothy Allison 

 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak  

 

In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/160/160-h/160-h.htm
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=Band+of+Brothers+Stephen+Ambrose
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=Band+of+Brothers+Stephen+Ambrose
https://www.amazon.com/Poisonwood-Bible-Novel-Barbara-Kingsolver/dp/0061577073/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527176027&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Poisonwood+Bible+Barbara+Kingsolver
https://www.amazon.com/Poisonwood-Bible-Novel-Barbara-Kingsolver/dp/0061577073/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527176027&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Poisonwood+Bible+Barbara+Kingsolver
https://www.amazon.com/Natural-Bernard-Malamud/dp/0374502005/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527176043&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Natural++Bernard+Malamud
https://www.amazon.com/Natural-Bernard-Malamud/dp/0374502005/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527176043&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Natural++Bernard+Malamud
https://www.amazon.com/Androids-Dream-Electric-Sheep-inspiration-ebook/dp/B000SEGTI0/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527176075&sr=1-2&keywords=Do+Androids+Dream+of+Electric+Sheep++Phillip+Dick
https://www.amazon.com/Androids-Dream-Electric-Sheep-inspiration-ebook/dp/B000SEGTI0/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527176075&sr=1-2&keywords=Do+Androids+Dream+of+Electric+Sheep++Phillip+Dick
https://www.amazon.com/Bastard-Out-Carolina-Dorothy-Allison/dp/0452297753/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527176109&sr=1-1&keywords=Bastard+Out+of+Carolina+by+Dorothy+Allison
https://www.amazon.com/Bastard-Out-Carolina-Dorothy-Allison/dp/0452297753/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527176109&sr=1-1&keywords=Bastard+Out+of+Carolina+by+Dorothy+Allison
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Thief-Markus-Zusak/dp/0375842209/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527176129&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Book+Thief+by+Markus+Zusak
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Thief-Markus-Zusak/dp/0375842209/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1527176129&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Book+Thief+by+Markus+Zusak
https://www.amazon.com/Cold-Blood-Truman-Capote/dp/0679745580/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1527175518&sr=8-1&keywords=In+Cold+Blood+by+Truman+Capote
https://www.amazon.com/Cold-Blood-Truman-Capote/dp/0679745580/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1527175518&sr=8-1&keywords=In+Cold+Blood+by+Truman+Capote

